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“ The officers of the army may depend upou it, that the enemy, to whom they are op .osed, are 

‘ pot less prudent than powerful. Nutwithstanding what has beer printed in Gazerres and News- 
papers, we have never seen small bodics, unsupported, opposed to large ; nor has the ex; erience of 

* any officer realined the stories, which all have read, of whole armies being driven by a handful of light 
“ infantry or dragoons.” —(Signed) WELLINGTON. —Circular Letter to the Officers of the English Army 


in Portugal, which see in another part of this Number. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


Tacavera’s Wars. In my last, at 
page 490, I broke off this subject abrupt- 
iy, because there was not room for the 
whole of my Article, without dividing the 
lan of the Spanish Constitution, which I 
wished to avoid by all means. Before 
[resume it, I think it necessary to refer 
toa passage, published in the Register of 
he 20th of July last, and to which pas- 
sge, I am informed, an interpretation 
has been given, which I am sure it does 
mot bear, and which I well know not 
to have been my meaning. It relates to 
‘Lord Wellington, and after noticing, that 
is brother had lately called hima “ dis- 
‘tinguished warrior,” it proceeds thus: 
'—« If he be not, it shall not, if 1 live, 
“ be for want-of one to give, and put upon 
“record, a full account of all his opera- 
“tions; not alying account ; not a hire- 
“ling account; not a base and abomi- 
“nable string of frauds upon the people 
“of England, which serve to cheat some 
“of them and to furnish others of them 
“with excuses for their villainies, but, 
“which, so far from deceiving the rest of 
“the world, are the scorn and contempt 
“ofall foreign nations ; not an account 
“of this sort, but a true account; an ac- 
“count which will place all the actors, on 
“both sides, in their proper light; that 
“will hold up the skilful and the brave 
“to the admiration of posterity, that will 
“show what misfortunes, disgraces, and 
“miseries proceed from putting power in 
“the hands of a fut-headed fool, and that 
“will damn to everlasting infamy those 
“who have sought to disguise their cow- 
“ardice by the means of blustering and 
“lies, be they on which side they may.” 
——The words in italics have, i am in- 
ed, been, by some persons, and those 


















Pretty closely interested in the matter, | 


represented as intended to apply to Lord 
ellington. Now, not only did I not mean 
10 to apply them; but, they do got, in 
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any way that they can be viewed, bear 
that construction. They have no refer- 
ence to him at all; they do not point at 
him, but, on the contrary, they point, if 
they point at all, away from him, he, as it 
is well known to me as well as to all who 
ever saw him, being, not a fut-headed but 
a lean-headed man. However, netwith- 
standing the evident marks of the non-ap- 
plication of the words, I have no scruple 
solemnly to declare, that I had him not in 
my eye in using them; that I did not mean 
him; and that I never either heard him called, 
or called him, or thought him, a fool, in my 
life.——From the beginning of the war in 
Portugal I have been endeavouring to 
guard the public against the falshoods, 
the endless falshoods of the venal press ; 
and, I have several times observe d that 
this press, while it was incessantly ex- 
tolling the General, was, in fact, doing its 
best to demolish his reputation, by swelling 
out his numbers, and by diminishing the force 
of the enemy and speaking contemptuously of 
that enemy. It is curious enough, ‘that 
those representations of mine should, at 
last, have been seconded by the General 
himself: whether the venal crew will pay 
more_attention to him than to me I can- 
not say; but, I should not be much sur- 
prised, if they were now to turn round 
upon him and retract all their former ex- 
travagant praises. The Cirevlar, from 
which I take my motto, has appeared in 
all the London news-papers, and has evi- 
dently been inserted ty pretty good au- 
thority. Wish regard to the censure it 
contains on Col. Cocuxans, the censure is 
not very harsh, and the offence is one 
which will always be looked at with avery 
lenient eye. Over-zeal and unvestrain- 
able courage, though they may sometiines 
be productive of loss, are, upon many Oc- 
casions, the very things which are deci- 
sive of victory.——The mention of the 
marvellous “ stories,” thatis to say, les, 
which “ail have read,” in Gazettes and 


news-papers, is very important. He, pro- 
s 
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515} 
bably, allades to the Gazette in Portugal; 


but, as to news-papers, he must Lave our 


Courier and Morning Post, and others of 


our prints, in his eye ; and herein he con- 
firms my repeated complaints against 
them. ‘This is, on his part, an act of self 
defence, and the same in behalf of his 
army; for, if these “ stories’ were be- 
lieved, how were the public to account 
for the continuation of the war? How 
were the public to avoid being surprized, 
that the French were not wholly defeated 
and chased out of the Peninsula long ago? 
But, this inference from such “ stories’’ 
fell particularly heavy upon the reputa- 
tion of our Commander; for, if it were 
true, that whole armies of the enemy were 
to be driven back by detachments of our 
Light Infantry or Dragoons, how wes he 
to answer to his country for retreating, at 
any time, or under any circumstances, 
before that same enemy ?——'The Cou- 
rier, perceiving how this circular letter 
bore upon him, had, as I thought, kept it 
wholly out of his colwuns; bat, upon 
looking at the back of the paper, I found 
it crammed in there, where, of course, 
it would escape the observation of the 
greater parto! his readers, This trick is 
weil worthy of observation. ‘The docu- 
ment was the most wportant that fas 


POLITICAL REGISTER.—Talavera’s Wars. (ip 





come from Portugal for a long while, as | 


, 
containing very ust ful informati mm: as 
containing an expression of our Com- 
mander’s opinion of the enemy; and, as con- 

' 


taining his oflicial protest against the ex 


Lies a. 
aggerated accounts published in this coun- 
try; and yet, this very document the 
Conner crams into a back page, usually, 
and, indeed, always, appropriated to ar- 


ticles upon which the Editor sets the 


Teast value, and which he does, in fact, 


put in generally as mere matier to fill up 
with. But, to pnblish the document was 
to promulgate his own shame; it was to 
promulgate Lord Wellington’s condemna- 
tion of what I had so often condemned, 
——iIndeed, if this writer of the Courier 
and many others, had met” together and 
deliberated upon a plan for the real de- 
struction of the reputation of the man, ou 
whom they were lavishing the most ex- 
travayant encomiums, they could not have 
acted otherwise than they have done. 
Before a battle they have always given 
him a superiority of numbers; they have 
invariably represented him as amply 
supplied with every thing; they have 
always. greatly diminished the number 
of his sick; they have fabricated « let- 
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«ters from the army” contiadiein: y 

reports of great prevalent sickness: ; 
have denounced, as enemies to the coy, 
try, those who gave true statements of the 
ravages of disease in our Camps or gary). 
sons ; they have always had the army «iy 
“high health and spirits,’ even in the 
most sickly times; ard, though last no 
least, they have constantly spoken of oy 
army as having the cordial support of al 
the people of the Peninsula of every de. 
scription, On the contrary, they hare 
represented the French, before every ay) 
proaching battle, as having inferior nua. 
bers; they have represented them, upui 


~ 


wanted 
as well 
instames 
part of 
time wl 
Finvade 
that of 


with th 


. delivera 
all occasions, as destitute of provisions and altel 
supplies of all sorts; they have tou w Fvernme 
that sickness and desertion were constantiy warded 
making dreadful ravages amongst the aaiiiedl 
enemy, and have, at times, reduced their Mr. M 


numbers almost to nothing; and, never 


have they ceased to assert, that te whole 
of the inhabitants of the Peninsula detested 


publish 


Pavowed 


' this No. 
and abhorred the French, and lost no op eT, 9 
portunity of annoying them. ——Wei, “ full « 
now, if this was believed ; and believed “the | 
it must have been by a great majority of “ing 


the public, in what a situation must ta 
beliet place our Commandery and his army 


“whic 
“a ore 












in the eyes of that public, when the late “to t 
saw, that, though advantages were occ * ment 
sionally gained, they were seea libel “the § 


ost every i“theB 


away again; and that, at as 
> TF 4 rai f: ‘ . 
acti 


encounter, a retreat, or, at least, alt 


gade movement, ep our part, was the col * on th 
i sequence? The premises pt int airecsit “abou 
to the conclusion, and to the only Pp — “bya 
conclusion, that waa, and must have oe" © Bru) 
drain by every man eapabie of reach “ zerle 
ing._—Aad, with regard ta the rreatt, « polit 
if these stories were believed, if it “of t 
believed that their numbers were a#3)5 Were t 
inferior, that they were destitute of supp! ® the En 
of all kinds, that they were wasting Dou"! fated ¢ 


with sickness, and that every one of lt held fi 





people had a knife ready for their throats, ended 
if all this was believed by the public, whe in En; 
must naturally have been the conclu that t] 
of that public, when they saw, that “ ten-fo 
army was still obliged to retreat be (i renres 
those French ? But, this has been the pictur 
constant practice of the venal part of i. Duke 
English press from the commencement ' consis 
the Anti-Jacobin war to this day, oe sian } 
press has always swelled outour own 10! by, ar 
before a battle, and diminished that ye : ta 
| enemy; it has always painted our P ised 
pects in the most flowery colours; *" nets} 
escri 





observe, if any man bas had the courag® 


to endeavour to give a check to the * Enj 
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Pfriend of the enemy 5 and, in short, de- 
Pnounced as a traitor in his heart, who only 


| 
Fvernment, which, so far from being re- | 
' 
} 
j 


his No. of the 30th of September, 1799: 
To an army of forty-five thousand men, 


ee cz ae 
‘which there are hopes of obtaining from 


“ment of the Dutch Recular Troops to 
i“ the S¢ 


“ » ee as ‘ i 
“the vatavian Directory, the revolutionary 


! . rt . . 
F ‘hat the public mortification was increased 
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‘“ merous and brave, will have occasion 
“to exercise all their force and all their 
«skill: for, they have opposed to them 


cuine and fallacious hopes thus endea- 
youred to be excited, that man has heen 
reproached with wishes corresponding with 
his opinions; he has been called the 





wanted the ocexaston to become so in act 
as well asin inclination. ——A remarkable | 
instance of this hope-exciting work, on the 
part of the English press, was seen at the | 
time when the Duke of York was about to | 
invade Holland in the year 1799. Upon | 
that occasion the public prints teemed 
with the most confident predictions of the 
deliverance of the United Provinces and 
the reatoration of the Stadtholderian Go- 


garded as an enterprize of difficulty, was 


erepresented as a merely holiday march. 


Mr. Matter Du Pan, who, at that time, 
published the British Mercury, under the 
avowed patronage of the ministry, said, in 


“full of emalation, from the general to 
“the last soldier, to a squadron command- 
€ : ! 

ing the Zuyder Sea, to the support 


Stes 
‘a great portion of the inhabitants, and 
ti ° ; 

to the ancient and unalterable attach- 


Stadtholder; to all these what do 


“faction, and their extravagant guardians 
“on the banks of the Seine oppose > Why, 
a about twenty thousand French, commanded 
by a Printer’s Boy of Limosin; by that 
‘ Brune who juggled and pillaged Swit- 
: zerland ; who received his military and 
‘ political education in the tennis-courts 
“Of the French Revolution.’’ Such 
Were the pictures that were exhibited to 
the English public at the out-fit of that ill- 
fated expedition; such were the prospects 
held forth to them. How that expedition 
ended we all know, and, though I was not 
in England at the time, I venture to say, 





ten-fold by these flattering and fallacious 
renresentations. And, in what alight did 
pictures like this tend finally to place the 
Dake of York and the other commanders, 
Consisting of numbers of English and Rus- 
tian Noblemen; who were, at last, beaten 
me and compelled to capitulate with, “a 

Printer’s Boy of Limosin,” who had had 
his education in a tennis court ? If, in- 
Stead of giving the public this fallacious 
description, the writer had said: “ The 








“ English and Russian army, though nu- 
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o 


twenty thousand, at least, of these same 
“Frenchmen, who have conquered so 
“many countries, and routed so many 
“ brave and well-disciplined armies, coni- 


~ 


i manded by the greatest generals in ue 


* rope; and, these French troops, tovether 
fe with the Dutch, headed by the Patriots 
‘““who were put down by the Stadtholder 


j arn om Besrces ne 3 rear , > > | 
'“ ond the Prussians in 1787, are under the 


- 


command of a man, whom nature form- 
“ed for great exploits, and whom the 


ie sonl-stirring Revolution of France has 


 ratved to the command of an army from 
“ being a Printer’s boy at Limosin; asure 
‘and certain sign, an infallible. proof, 
“ that he is 2 man not to be cespised.’’>—— 
Now, if this had been the language of the 
Enetish press, at the time referred to, does 
not the reader see, that the disappoint- 
ment of the nation, that the mortification, 
that the humiliation, which, at last, came 
upon it, would not have been nearly so 
great as they were? Yes, he sees it 
very plainly ; but, he also sees, that such 
language from the English press might 
not have had a tendency to render the 
Expedition very popular. Aye, there is 
the rnb! In order to render the war po- 
pular; in order to excite hopes of its final 
success; with this view the means of the 
enemy are continually diminished, or kept 
wholly out of sight, while our own means 
are swelled very far beyond the truth. 
This may serve to keep the planners of 
wars onl eouediadie in countenance; but, 
is it, | ask, fair dealing with the army and 
its commanders ? ——To return, now, 
a little more closely to the subject before 
us, the numbers of our own army had, as 
I was observing in my last, been stated at 
17,000 English Troops, and at 60,000 
Portuguese, the greater part of whon: was 
represented as being with or near our main 
army. What excuse then, with those who 
believed this statement, could there be for 
raising the blockade of Rodrigo at the ap- 
proach of 60,000 of the enemy? Thus 
was the public left, by those venal writers, 
to draw a conclusion either most injuriqus 
to the reputation of our Commander or to 
the reputation of his army. It is true, 
that these prints praise hin still; they ap- 
plaud what he has done; but, what is their 
praise worth, unless they wefe frankly 
to acknowledge, that what they before 
said of the strength of his army was to- 
tally false? Unless they were to do this, 
S 2 
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their opinions are at war with their facts, 
and which are likely to have most weight 
I leave the public to judge. They can- 
not now with any effect, unsay what they 
have said ; for they would be believed by 
nobody ; and, besides, they have other 
matters to attend to; they have to justify 
the measures of the ministry; they have to 
perform the task of making the nation he- 
lieve, not ou y that the war is wise in 
itself, but that care is taken to furnish ample 
means Jor carrying it on with success. “Here 
isthe great difiiculty.§ They must main- 
tain this; and, to maintain this, and, at 
the same time, to justity the late move- 
meni of the General commanding, is a task 
far beyond their slender capacities. Hence 
it ts, that they ave coutinually sacrificing in 
eficct,\he military reputation ofthe General 
whom in Words they are extolling to the 
skies. Nor is it the General who alone has 
ground of complaint against them: the 
whole army suffirs in its character through 
these falslioods of the press; for, those suf- 
ferings, which would call forth the compas- 
sion of the nation, are kept wholly out of 
sight, and we are bid to believe, that 
the army, while suftgring from sickness 
and from all sorts of privations, are in 
“ hazgh health and spirits,” and are abun- 
dantly supplied with all sorts of neces- 
saries and comforts. What lI have heard, 
and from very good authority; what I 
have heard from the lips of eye-witnesses, 
and what I have been informed of by 
letters, written by those whom I knpw to 
be incapable of falshood, would, if I were 
to state it, be treated as a malicious inven- 
tion of my own. Indeed, I should be 
afraid to state it. But, I will say this, and 
which, indeed, I have said before, that, 
irom every thing that I have heard, I do 
not believe, that we had a force actually 
fit for duty, half sufficient to face 60,000 
men ; and, if so, all the stories about the 
47,000 British Troops, and the great num- 
bers of Portuguese in our army, must 
have been falshoods, and falshoods, tev, 
of a most crue! tendency as to the reputa- 
tion of our own army. There is another 
way, in which the press works against the 
army. We see everlastingly occurring 
accounts of the embarkation of « troops to 
ce Lord Wellington.” The public hear 
of this continually. One would imagine, 
that thousands go out to him every week, 
Jf the papers were looked over for the 
Jast year and a half, I am of opinion, that 
Mi should find accounts of 200,000 men 

ving been sent out,to him. All men, 
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who reflect, must know that those accounts 
are false; but how many men are there 
who do reflect ? 
the general impression upon the public 
mind is, that a very great army has been 
sent out to him; and that, as they hare 
always been “ in high health and spirits,” 
he must have a great army with him now, 
But, if we were to look closely ints 
he matter, we should find, that, in the 
accounts of embarkations, parties of re. 
cruits have been taken for battalions: 
and battalions for brigades; and, that 
the very same parties have been, under 
different dates and descriptions, mention 
ed several times over, and that thus every 
party has, at last, been multiplied by tea 
or twenty. A similar deception has been 
practised as to the sending out of store 
and horses and provisions; and, as the 
reader must have perceived, the public 
have a thousand times been told of te 
cheapness of provisions at Lisbon, leaving t 
to be inferred, that our army had every 





thing in this way in great abundance.— | 


Is it possible to form an idea of falshoods 


more injurious to the reputation of the 
whole of that army? The truth 1s, 
that, though great reinforcements have 
been sent out, great for us, they hare 
been, compared with the scale of the wai 
and the force and reinforcements of the 
enemy, but very trifling. The governmen, 
I may be told, have done all they can. I donot 
doubt that; but, what is that to the fact: 
How can that Jessen the injurious tendency 
of the flattering falshoods of the publi 
prints? The climate of Portugal 's r 
healthy, more so for us thao for the 
French, who are natives of a mor 
Southern climate, whose habits, both . 
to diet and drink, expose them less tot e 
ravages of fevers, and who are, moreose 
enured to the labours and privations ° 
war, and have been taught by long “ 
perience numerous precautions and yer: 
remedies, which are far more powe! mil 
keeping an army on foot than all the ssi 
of a-medical staff. Our men are . 
loaded with flesh, are fuller of blood, a 
greater eaters of animal food, drink o/s 
deal more strong liquor. They have ng 
of them ever before been _— . — 
sun; they have in eral bee 

to long a painful Sen they yee 
not known what it is to seek ay id 
in the open air. Sickness se2zes a 
them; and though their hearts W va 
fail them, their strength does. jouth 
they are got into battle there is 0° 





Very few, indeed; ang | 
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Softhenr; but, amidst all these disadvan- 


tages, there must necessarily be great dif- 
ficulty in getting them there in numbers 
Fany thing nearly equal to their numbers 
upon paper.——Such are in part (for I 
have mentioned only a part) the fals- 
‘hoods, by the means of which the venal 
press has laboured to the injury of the re- 
vpatation of the whole army. Now, if that 
press had pursued a different course ; if 


it had given a true account of the force of | 


the enemy ; if it had taken care to inform 
the public of the great reinforcements that 
havearrived from France ; if it had spoken 
of the French as an army of experienced 
‘soldiers; if it had described the French 
artillery as served with the quickness of 
lightning; if it had spoken of the French 
engineers as men of incomparable skill ; 
ifit described all these means as placed 
}under the direction of Generals whose 
| buoyant genius had forced them upwards, 
} through all. obstacles, from the lowest 
walks of life, who have lived in the midst 
of armies and almost in the midst of des- 
| perate battles from their boyish days, and 
whose fortunate exploits have given their 
soldiers an habitual confidence in them: 
i the English press had held this lan- 
guage, and had besides, spoken of the 
Natives of Portugal and their dispositions 
with truth; if this had been the line of 
conduct of the English press, how differ- 
ently would the nation have felt upon 
receiving the news, the other day, of the 
raising of the siege of Rodrigo! There 
would, then, have been none of the dis- 
appointment and mortification, which was 
80 visible upon every countenance, and 
Which, in spite of all the after explana- 
tions of the press, could not fail to excite 


Sentiments more or less injurious to the 





Whole of the army in Portugal. But, 
there is yet one light, in which we have 
not yet viewed the effect of “ the stories,” 
of which we have been speaking ; and 
that is with regard to. the final result of the 
wur, If the war should end in victory ; 
if it should end, whether by a peace or 
otherwise, in rendering Portugal inde- 
pendent of the French ; if it should end in 
this way, then the “ stories,’ will have 
produced, as to that end, no evil conse- 
quence; but, if.the war should end alto- 
ere differently ; if our army should be 
orced back to Lisbon, and be compelled, 
at last, to quit the country, leaving it in 
the hands of the French; what will then 
be the feeling of the, people of this king- 
dom, after alithe « stories” that they have 








been told? I am not speaking here of 
the feeling as to the Commander and the 
Army; but, how will the people feel as to 
their own safety? After being so long 
told, that our army in Portugal was su- 
perior to the French in numbers; that it 
had plenty of all sorts of supplies, while 
the French were destitute of every thing ; 
that it was in high health, while the 
French were wasting with sickness; that 
in all the inhabitants it had so many 
warm friends, while the French had im 
those inhabitants, so many bitter and im- 
placable enennes » after being so long told 
all this, what must be the feelings of the 
people of England upon seeing the French 
become masters of Portugal? Will not 
their minds revert to their own situation ? 
Will they not begin to think of the conse- 
quences of a possible mvasion of England 
or Ireland? And wiil they not feel appre- 
bensions, whichthey never would hove felt, 
if the real state of the armies in Portugal 
had been fairly represented to them? I 
put these questions to the plain sense of 
the reader; and, | am persuaded, he will 
not fail to join me in reprobating the con- 
duct of those, who have so long been en- 
deavouring to keep the public in the dark 
as to the state of the coniending armies in 
the peninsula. The “ stories” now 
complained of by the Commander himself, 
and which have been constantly reprobated 
by me, are said to tend to “ keep up the 
“ spirits of the people ;’’ andl have beenac- 
cused of endeavouring ‘to damp their 
« spirits.’ But, who dves them really the 
most service; those venal writers who de- 
ceive them and provide for them probable 
disappointment and mortification; or I, 
who tell them the truth, and who prepare 
them for those reverses which gnay pro- 
bably happen? For the last twenty 

ears this nation has been the sport of 
unfounded hopes. It has been remarked, 
that no nation is more suddenly elated, or 
more suddenly depressed ; that none is so 
prone to be elated in prosperity, or to de- 
spond in adversity ; and, it must be con- 
fessed, that the publications from the venal 
press are admirably calculated to give its 
full force and most mischievous etlect to 
this national propensity. In short, and 
this is my decided opinion, that this nation 
has not had, for the last twenty years, any 
enemy so successful as the anprineipled 
part of the press. I shall now offer tothe 
reader a few general reflections upon the 
war in Portugal.-——It appears evident to 
me, as it long bas, that it is the policy of 





























































































523} 


Napoleon not to put a speedy end to the 
war in Portugal, if he could. He is not 
a man to permit a war to linger, unless 
it suit his purpose soto do. He is not 
aman to permit his generals to hang 
off from fighting, having a force superior 
tothe enemy. Marmont would not have 
dared to stop the pursuit of our army on 
this last occasion, if it had not been agree- 
ably to the orders of his Master. The 
truth is, and, Lthink, it must be evident to 
every man of common sense, that Napo- 
leon makes sure of Portugal, whenever he 
shall please to bend his whole force 
against-it; ard, this being the case, the 
longer he cay make it convenient to keep 
the stroke suspended the betier for him, 
because the more destructive to us. 
It is said, that we defend Portugal ; but, 
it is very clear, that we are unable to de- 
fend it any longer than the enemy refrains 
from attacking us ; for, even those who 
talk of this defence of Portugal, admit now, 
that, if pushed by the French, our army 
must again retreat to its lines at the 
mouth of the Tagus.—The elect that 
such a movement would have upon the 
Portuguese need hardly be pointed out: it 
will suggest itself to every man capable of 
the smallest degree of reflection ; and, it 
will as be very diflerent from what 
it was.in the former instance. The war 
is of that sort, that our meansare not calcu- 
lated to meet. We cannot send an army to 
the peninsula able to meet the armies that 
Napoleon can send thither, which has 
been proved by experience. Our general 
now tellsusin so many words, that be has, 
not forces tit to meet 60,000 French ; and, 
if he has them not now, when is he to have 
them? Is is generally thought, I believe, 
that the reinforcements, which are now sent 
out, do little more than keep the numbers up; 
and, as to the Portuguese, is there much 
prospect of their becoming any better 
than they are, or of their increasing in 
numbers? From what cause, then, is our 
force to be augmented ? And, if it cannot 
be augmented, the point: is set: at rest at 
once, for our Commander himself says, 
~~ he could not, “ without risking great 
Oss, pretend to meet the French army 
that he 
This, say the venal rints, was true; and, 
Thave no doubt of the truth of it; for, 
putting myself, for a moment, in the place 
of our commanier, I can easily determine 
that nothing but sheer necessity, nothing 
bat.a moral certainty of being beaten 
and routed, could: have induced him to 
: ; — | to 
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saw apposed to him before Rodrigo. 





gal, to keep ‘the’ French usaf i (for 
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raise the blockade upon the approach of 
the French army. To raise a siege or g 
blockade is, in fact, a sort of defeat; it js 
what a general always yields to with great 
reluctance; and, we may be assured, thatno. 
thing short ofa decided, an overwhelming 
superiority of numbers would have induced 
our army to raise the blockade of Rod. 
tigo. ‘That we are not, then, ina con 
dition to meet the French now is clear, 
And when shall we be? again I ask. If 
ministers are able to send out troops sui. 
cient to meet the French, why do they net 
send them? And, if they are not able to 
send out troops sufficient to meet the 
French, why do they persevere inthe war, 
which, in thiscase, must be hopeless, though 
it costs the nationsuch immense sacrifices? 
——One would think, that the experience 
we have now had of the war in Portugal 
ought to be sufficient to convince such mea 
as Captain Pasley, that. continental waris 
not our. element. In other countries we 
have complained, that our allies were 
cold; that the people were not with os. 
But, in-this case, we have the governineut 
of the country pretty nearly in our own 
hands; we have the absolute command 
of the native troops as well as of our own; 
we put our own officers into the Poitu 
guese corps; and we say, that the peopie 
of the-country are all for us, and that 
they all hoid the French. in tbe greal- 
est abliorrence. Well, we have been thes 
situated with regard to Portugal three good 
long:years; and, what have we done? We 
and our enemy bave made the country te 
theatre of a most destructive and devas 
tating war; but thatis all. We havenot 
taken one jot from the:power of Napoleoo, 
in whose grand drama, the war in Port- 
gal seems to be an insignificant underplot, 
though it be quite sufficient to drain Eng: 
land. of her men and money ; to exhaust 
fatigae, and, if finally baffled, dishearten 
her.——~W hat would I do, then? Would 
I recommend the withdrawing of gan 
from Portugal? would, What: wo 
I abandon the people of Portugal aict 
having been in the country so long?—~ 
In answer to-this I will mot ask, whethet 
the people of Portagal. have any claia 
upon us; nor will Lenter into an ing’ 
as to what would be'the effect to. them 
the change, I shall suppose, that oe 
have a great claim us, and that they 
would suffer from falling under the von 
lute sway of the French. But, then © 
the question, are: we able to defend peo 
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alone is worthy of the name of defence) 
for any lerfgth of time? Are we able finally 
to secure its independence of France? 
Tuis last is the only question for us to de- 
termine; and, if we determine it in the 
negative; if we make up our minds to the 
point, that we are unable finally to sécure 
the independence of Portugal, then it is 
clear that the sooner we quit the country, 
the better it will be for the Poriuguese. —— 
Tnen, as to ourselves, the longer we conti- 
nue the war, the more we siall be ex- 
hausted by it; and, as to the effect upon 
our spirits, shall we not be more discouraged 
by a forced than by a voluntary relinquish- 
ment of Portugal ? There is one use, 
indeed, that might possibly be made of a 
longer possession of Portugal: 1 mean as 
an item in negotiating for peace; but, as 
peace seems to be thought of now by no- 
body, this is hardly worth mentioning ; 
and, let it be observed, that unless we re- 
solve to make no peace without stipulating 
for the independence of Portugal, it will 
be better to be out of it than in atthe time 
of entering upon a negociation; for, to 





| surrender it to France as part of the price 


of advantages to aurselves, would be an 
everlasting stain upon our character, 


Such aremy reasons against a further con- 





}tinuation of the war in Portugal ; and, 


until they are shewn to be wrong; until 
they meet with something better than 
avusive reproach and vile insinuation by 
way of answer, | shall be perverse enough 
to think them unanswerable. 


Matta,——This Island, which was, at 
first, the ostensible object.of the present 
War, seems to have almost wholly dropped 
out of sight. There is, however, appa- 
rently, something now going on there 
well worthy of the public attention. 
Many of the principal people have drawn 
up and signed a Petition to the Governor, 
Ganerat Oaxes, which he has expressed 
his disapprobation of in a Proclamation. | 
subjoin both documents. The: Petition 
Was, it seenis, signed by many more. per- 
sons than those whowe names are here put 
10 it. ——_—_-As to the merits of the case, I 
am not well enough acquainted with the 
state of the Island to say much about it ; 
and I must, therefore, for the present at 
least, leave both documents to speak for 
themselves. It is, however, a matter of 
some consequence, that this Island, so near 
to Sicily, should, at this moment, be agi- 
tated with any serious Contest between 
the government and the people; and, it 
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certainly makes an important point im our 
affairs in the Mediterranean, where they 
were already in a very critical state. The 
Mediterranean is become a scene of great 
interest. The ewemy are in great force 
vpon its borders. We command the 
islands; but, our expence is enormous, 
while that of the enemy, who is a¢ home, is 
very trifling indeed. ‘The Joss we sustain 
by the exchange of money is immense ; 
aad, yet, are there men, who, like Captain 
Pasley, are eager for an extension of our 
foreign expeditions and wars ! 

W™. COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 
25th October, 1811. 














MALTESE PETITION. 


To His Majesty the King of the United 
Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ire- 
land in Council. 


Humbly supplicate, 


We native Maltese, faithful subjects of 
your Majesty our elected and benign So- 
vereign, pushed on by the many facts that 
has occurred in these islands of Malta and 
Gozzo for the last ten years, totally oppo- 
site to that high idea which public fame, 
andthe experience given us during the 
blockade of Valletta, made us conceive of 
the English nation, and induces us to take 
the boldness to humble, at the throne of 
your Majesty, what foilows:—That rare 
confidence and total submission with 
which the Maltese shewed an inviolable 
attachment to the British government, re- 
mitting entirely their affairs to the dispo- 
sition of your Majesty's ollicer’, notwith- 
standing the full authority residing with 
the Maltese, gave them the strongest mo- 
tives to hope an amicable correspondence. 
The Maltese nevertheless see themselves 
deluded in their hopes, and see that, from 
a sordid policy, their most sacred rights 
and greatest interests are unjustly sacri- 
fice:!,and, without necessity, by an abusive 
capitulation, stipulated by the officers of 
your Majesty with the French garrison, 
without the least participation with the 
Maltese, at the expence of our substance 
constrained to lay dowa our arms in the 
country, when our enemies surrendered 
their’s in the cities given up. We saw 
with the most sensible displeasure those 
our enemies, under our very eyes, loaded 
with the spoiis of our nation, yaalting with 
pride at the universal desolation, after the 
‘nation, for the space. of two years, had 
L, | | | 





: rs pga 
‘ili ead ia te mete ee 



































atl tn ” 7 7% 
a i a 
es fe = — 
= awn eh taeln 
2 s 





ee — 1 a - 
a = * 


ae 


ei ite eS 
Es - 


—— 
Ps 
ta Te? Py : 
1 se Pvt Se tie 












i oe a 
























































oe me hi 


fy , —- : 
: # 
~¥ ; - ee ee . 5 ee 
- Pert “eae . ‘ ay ? ~. os tet Ts 
wo a 


"% 


a Ti 
re tee 


a 
ange ¥ ‘ ‘ , 
e a gp, EM. OS 
+. — 2 aierd = 








527] 


suffered mortality, hunger, affliction, and 
unspeakable fatigue under the walls of 
Valletta. The privileges of the council, 
after giving up the city, was immediately 
suspended and suppressed ; though, !v 
the flattering promises of sir Alex. Ball 
to the representatives, in future to re- 
unite them in case of need, increased the 
unhappiness of our condition. We then 
began to feel the fatal effects of the sup- 
pression of a people the most honest and 
considerable of the place. Violence in 
taking from the magistrates the free exer- 
cise of their jurisdiction, and removing the 
whole body at the sole caprice of Ball, 
without any formality of justice ; deputa- 
tions formed of very few people, amongst 
whom were likewise strangers put in to 
answer private objects, without the least 
formality or legality, and given to the 
press under the name of the nation, with 
the approbation of some late commissaries 
occupying public places set apart for the 
exercise of pity and commiseration ; 
seizure of the youth, sprung from our re- 
motest forefathers, with insult and griev- 
ance. The distance of your Majesty, and 
fear of the despotical Ball, has impeded, 
for a length of time, the present claims.— 
There are those who tax the faithful Mal- 
tese with unquietness as a people, which 
is a false imputation. Our patience, sub- 
mission, and faith in the justice of your 
Majesty, during ten years, gives to our 
faith very strong arguments «uf facts, and 
not of words, which is fully sufficient to 
confound our calomniators. — Finally, 
many other facts of injustice upon which 
our prudence imposes silence, the which 
in a small part exist with one elected 
agent, Giovanni Ricarde, which form our 
utmost misfortunes, and justify enough our 
suspicions, and leave us without much 
confidence with regard to the future.— 
To dissipate then our fears, to increase 
always more those ties of attachment of 
ovr countrymen in a manner inseparable 
from the crown of your Majesty, we ad- 
dress ourselves to the same source, to have 
in consideration the state in which we find 
ourselves, and to turn a benign eye to our 
supplications, so that at last we may ob- 
tain the many times promised restitution” 
of our ancient rights, to fill the hearts of a 
sincere people with gratitude, fidelity, 
and love. And your Majesty will have a 
people the most faithful attached to- 
wards your Majesty’s crown, and to de- 
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oS) 
of our ancient sacred rights, violated } 
the last grand master of the order of & 
John, enjoyed by us during the blockade 
of Valletta, expressly stipulated when we 
consigned our islands with unlimited {,j:) 
to the officers of your Majesty, and take 
from*us by the defunct sir A. Ball, ang 
newly solemnly promised us in the name 
of your Majesty by sir Charles Cameron, 
—The principal of these our rights i: 
free representation of the people, other. 
wise a popular council, with the right to 
send deputed memorials to your Majesty 
in council, when they are found to te 
lawful. ay 

2d. Independent tribunals. 

3d. Liberty of the Press; but not |i- 
cence in things that might offend our Ca. 
tholic Religion. 

4th. A Jury in the manner in use in 
England, or accoiding to our antient 
usage, with the right to appeal in every 
case from the sentence of the judge to the 
popular council. 

5th. In fine, a Constitution wherein 
may enter the spirit of our free and legiti- 
mate Government with that of the Con- 
Stitution of England, saving always eur 
Catholic Religion. 

To obtain our antient rights, we have 
acclaimed your Majesty for our Sovereign; 
we therefore supplicate in the name of jus 
tice, of all laws divine and human, aad for 
the loss of about twenty thousand men, and 
for our sufferings in all the time of the 
blockade, that the restitution of our rights 
and privileges, fur which the Maltese have 
been authorized by their antient sovereigns 
to give their consent in whatever change 
of government, which consent cannot be 


nexlected without offence to justice. Anh 


which we do not expect from the just go 
vernment of your Majesty, who wa 
elected by our 4 
recourse to your Majesty as in duty bound, 
and will never cease to supplicate and 
protest themselves faithful. 
The underwritten, : 
Barone Vincenzo Azopardi, 
Cavaliere Paolo Parisi, 
Emico Testaferrata, 
Gio Batta Cassar Desain, 
‘Conte Ferdinando Teuma, 
Marchesi Saverio Alessi, 
D. Mario Testaferrata, 
Nicolo Marchesi di Testaferrata, 
D. Gregorio Augusto Testaferrata, 
Conte Martino Preziosi, . 
Conte Gio Dr. Fenma Castellett), 
Daniele Bonnici, 
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Dr. Elias Vella, 
Vincenzo Alessi, 
Marchese Gio Ant. Apase, 
Pietro Paolo Bonnici, 
Dr. Francesco Alessi, 
F. Guis. Imbrol, for Pandolfo, de- 
prived of sight, 
Gio Batta Bonnici Monpalaco, 
Guiseppe Gatt, 
Vincenzo Veila, 
Antonio Gallea, 
Luigi de Conti Teuma Catelletta, 
Vincenzo Borg, 
Dr. Tisico Gio Batta Falzon, 
Salvadore Elled, 
Sac Ant. Darmanin, 
Sar Franc. Seychet, 
Antonio Gallea, 
Chiruigo Gio Falson, 
Baldassare Lamotta, 
Franc. Farrugia, 
Guisc, Cilia, 
Frane. Borg, 
Antonio Parnis, 
Guise. Frima, 
France. Russo, 
Antonio Manguir, 
Pietro Mailia Sacerdote, 
Gio Batta Lasperanza, 
Cancelic-re Gio F anc. Bonella, 
Con Salvadore Curso, 
Salva. Xeri Can Cantone, 
Aloisio Xuere, 
Guts. Farrugia, 
Ant. Als a. 
Pawii Ealea Neg. 
Ignazio Falson, 
Nicola Ciantar, 
Francesco Cacuana, 
Calcedonio Pace, 
#Guis. Xichina, 
Salvatore Pace. 


The aforegoing is faithfully translated 
from an authenticated copy, extracted 


‘from its origina! in the Italian language. 


Malta, August, 1811. 
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PROCLAMATION 
By the Governor of Malta. 


The King’s Civil Commissioner observes 
with regret, that some weak and inconside- 
rate persons, deceived under specious 
Pretexts, have suffered themselves to be- 
Come the instruments of -a few turbulent 
tad factious individuals. They have been 
Seduced to subscribe a paper, purpurting to 
be an Application to ithe King for certain 

ges in the existing form of the Go- 


Yeroment of these Islands, but which is in 
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fact a scandalous libel upon that Govern- 
ment, as hitherto administered, and the 
vehicle of private malguity.—The acts of 
iis Majesty’s former Representatives are 
grossly and insidiousiy perverted ; facts 
are misrepresenied ; and the revered me- 
mory ot one, whose long administration, 
marked as it was by wisdom and mildness, 
and by the most distinguished benefits to 
these Islands, had been sanctioned by the 
gracious approbation of his Sovereign, is 
ungratefully and vindictively traduced by 
an unfeeling and disappointed faction— 
Whilst His Excellency feels himself called 
upon thus to animadvert upon a proceed. 
ing no less dishonourable to the parties 
concerned, than it ts disrespectfal to the 
Government, he reflects with peculiar sae 
tisfaction that so smail a number of indi- 
viduals, and of those so very few of an 

respectability, have been seduced by the 
insidious arts so long and so mdastriously 
practised to misiead them. This conside- 
ration, added to the well-grounded confi- 
dence which the King’s Civil Commis- 
sioner reposes in the loyalty and attach- 
ment of the Maltese at large, whose happi- 
nexs has lone been dear to bun, and whose 
real mterests bins Excetiency shall ever be 
solcitous lo promote, cnables him to exere 
cise more generally towards a misguided 
lew, the lenity, and forbearance, which 
have ever characterised tis Mayesty’s Go- 
vernment in these Islands. Kew, indeed, 
and prejadiced, must those Maltese be, who 
are sensible to the superior advantages 
they pOssess under the auspices of Great 
Britain; bur if such there are, let them 
learn from the victims of French oppres- 
sion who daily crowd to these shores, as to 


an envted asylum, ‘how they ought to © 
appreciae the prosperity and security’ 


which, under the powerful protection of 
His M jesty’s Fleets and Armies, they 
so liberally enjoy If His Excellency has 
hitherto delayed publicly to notice this 
extraordinary memorial, he has been 
actuated by the desire of aflurding to those 
who might have been deceived, an oppor 
tunity of acknowledging their error; and 
several have accordingly come forward 
and avowed, in writing, the gross delusion 
under which their subscriptions were ob- 
tained to the document, and their total ig- 
norance of its contents.-The Paper in 
question, such as. it is, His Excellency is 
determined to transmit oy the first oppor- 
tunity to His Majesty’s Ministers. 

By Command of bis Excellency, 

"FB, Late, Acting Pablic Secretary. 
Palace, 23d August, 1811. 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


PorruGat. —— (Copied from the Times 
newspaper of the 2\st. Oct. 13! oF 
‘The followmg is givenasacopy ol a 
letter intended to have been circulated 
by Lord Wellington among the Oticers 
of the army under his command, but 
which circulation, from some unex- 
plained Cuuse, Was not carried into ef- 
fect. 

Villa Formosa, May 15. 
Sir ;—Adverting to your report of the 
trausactions of the mormimg of the 3ist 
ult. in pursuit of the garrison of Almeida, 

[ bave to state, that nothing has given me 

more concern than the conduct of the bon. 

Lieutenant-Colouel Cochrane, of the 36th 

regiment. When the enemy had passed 

the bridge of Barba de) Porco, the farther 
pursuit of those troops was useless; and 
every step taken beyond the point to 
which the Licutenaut-Colonel was ordered 
to proceed, was only a risk to the officers 
and soldicis under his command, from 
whence retreat was next to impossible.-- 
The Lieutenant-Colenel did not know 
possibly, that the whole of the 2d corps 
d’Armeée was at St. Felices, but a short 
distance from Barba del Porco ; and, upon 
hearing the firing, formed on the Agueda 
to protect the retieat of these troops; he 
knew, however, that the garrison of Al- 
meida, although perhaps in disorder, were 

a body far superior in numbers to those he 

bad under his command; and he did not 

know what troops were in St. Felices to 
support them: his advance, therefore, 

and his passage of the bridge, was an im- 

prudence, to which all the losses of the 

day must be aitribated.—The frequent 
instances that occurred lately of severe 
loss, and, in some instances, of important 


failures, by Odicers leading the troops | 


beyond the point to which they were or- 
deved, and beyond all bounds; such as 
the loss of prisoners taken in front of the 
village of Fuentes, on the $d and 5th; 
the loss incurred by the i 3th Light Dra- 
goons, near and at Badajoz, on the 25th 
of March; the severe loss incurred by 
the troops at the siege of Badajoz, on 
the right of the Guadiana, on the 10th 
inst. have induced me to determine to 
bring before a General Court-martial, for 
disobedience of orders, any officer who 
should in future be guilty of this conduct. 
—I entertain no doubt of the readiness of 
the officers and soldiers of the army to ad- 
vance upon the enemy ; butit is my duty, 
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and that of every General and other 09. 
cer in command, to emulate the spirit, 
and not to expose the soldiers to conten 
with unequal numbers in situations where 
they cannot be supported, from which 
their retreat is net secure, and in Which 
they run the risk of being prisoners to the 
enemy they bad before beaten.—Thie de. 
sire of being forward in engaging the 
enemy is not uncommon in the British 
army ; but that quality which I wish to 
sce the Officers possess, who are at the 
head of troops, is a cool diseriminat ng 
judgment in action, which will enable 
them to decide with promptitude how fy 
they can and ought to go with propriety, 
and to convey their orders, and to act 
with such vigour and decision as that the 
soldiers will look up to them with con- 
fidence in the moment of action, ani! obey 
them with alacrity. The officers of ux 
army may depend upon it, that the enemy 
to whom they are opposed are not les 
prudent than powerful. Notwithstanding 
what has been printed in gazettes and 
newspapers, we have never seen smal 
bodies, unsupported, opposed to large; 
nor has the experience of any officer rea- 
lised the stories, which all have read, of 
whole armies being driven by a handful of 
light infantry or dragoons,.—I trust thet 
this letter, copies of which I propose 
circulate to General Officers of Divisions, 
with directions to circulate it among ' 
officers of the army, will have the elle 
of inducing them to reflect serious'y upo" 
the duties which they have to periom 
before the enemy, and to avoid the crime 
which is the subject of it, and which § 
really become of serious detriment to the 
army and public interest. 


(Signed) W ELLINGTON. 





PortuGcat.—Dispatches from Lord Welling: 
ton, published in London 16th Oct. 1811. 


Dispatches, of which the ftlenne © 
a Copy and an Extract, were yesteree) 
evening received at the Earl of ao 
pool’s Office, addressed to his Lordship vy 
General Viscount Wellington, dated ee 
drasayes, 29th September, and Frexada, * 
October, i811. 
Quadrasayes, Sept. 29, eee 

My Lonrp,—The enemy commenc ca 
their movements towards Ciudad Rods 
with the convoys of provisions from 
Sierra de Bejar and from Salamanc@ ed 
21st inst. and on the following day Leo 
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Fieft of the Agueda, having their advanced 
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| could either advance er retire without 
dil . ' . 

| that was going on, and the streng'h of 
the enemy’s army.—The 3d division, and 
that part of the General Atten’s brigade of 
cavalry which was not detached, occu- | 
pedthe range of heights which are on the 


al 


ed, under Lieutenant Colonel Vvillrams 
of the 60th, on the heights of Pastores 
within three miles of Ciudad Rodrigo ; the 
4) division Fuente ¢ 
where I had strengthened a position wit 
some works; the lieht division: | 
of the Ayueda, having their right resting 
ite Cas- 


were at uinaiago 
i 
i 


—_— © 


upon the mountains which separ 
tie and E tremadura ; Lieutenant Genera 
Graham commanded the troops on the lef 
ofihe army, which were posted on the | 
Lower Azava; the 6th division and Major. | 
General Anson’s brigide of cavalry being | 
at Lspeia, and occupying Carpio Mariaiva, 


&ke.—Muareschal del Campo Don Carlos 


| my 
I) Espagne observed the Lower Agueda | 
Pwil Don Julian Sanchez’s cavalry and 

Lieutenant-Genera! Sir Staple- | 


Infantry, 
ton Cotton, with MM jor-General Slade’s 


ancl Major-General De Grey’s brigade s of | 


cavalry, was on the Upper Azava, in the 
centre, between the right and left of the 
army, with General Pack’s brigaidevat 
Campillo; and the 5th division were in 
observation of the pass of Perales in the 
rear of the right, the French General Foy 


Waving remaimed and collected a body of | 


troops in Upper Estremadara, consisting 
Of part of his own division of the Army of 


’ 2, . = ’ . . . s* 
. Portugal, and a division of the Army ot the 
| Centre ;-and the 7th division was in reserve 


it Alamedilla.—The enemy first appeared 


} 
\ 
inthe plain near Ciudad Kodrico, on the | 


034 . a 

<x1, and retired again in a short time ; 
but onthe 24th in the morning, they ad- 
Yanced again in considerable force, and 


| citered the plain, by the roads of St. Spi- 


rus and ‘Venebron; and before evening 
they had collected there all their cavalry, 
to the amount of about six thousand men, 
and four divisions of infantry, of which 
he division were of the Imperial Guard ; 
and the remainder of the armies were 
encamped on the Guadapero, immediately 

yond the hills which surround the plain 
of Ciudad Rodrigo.—On the morning of 
the 25th, the enemy sent a reconnoisance 
of Cavalry towards the Lower Azava, con- 
sisting of about fourteen sqvadrons of the 
cavalry of the Imperial Guard —They 
drove in our posts on the right of the 
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Azava; but having passed that river, the | 
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Lanciers de Berg were charged by twe 
squadrons of the 16th, and one of the 14th 
light dragoons, and driven back ; they at- 
tempted to rally and to return, but were 


‘fired upon by the light infantry of the 61st 


regiment, which had» been posted in the 


i} wood, on their flank, by Lieutenant-Ge- 


neval Graham; and Major-General An- 
son pursned them across the Azava, and 


| alrerwards resumed his posts on the right 


Lieutenant General Graham 


Major-General <Avson’s brigade; and 

Major-General. Anson particularly men- 
7. t - ’ 

vionel Hervey and Cap- 

srotherton of the 14th, and Captain 


Viajor Cocks of the 16th.—But 


4 
, y 
Li > ATCULCH ALLS 


liayv 


| the enemy’s attention was principally die 


y to the position of the 
the hills between Fuente 
About eight in 


3d division on 
Guinaldo, and Pastores, 


ithe morning, they moved a column, con- 
| sisting of between 30 and 40 squadrons of 


cavalry,” and.14 batialions of infantry, 


| and 12 pieces of cannon, from Ciudad Ro- 
} , 


drigo, in such a direction, as that it was 
doubtiul whether they would attempt to 
ascend the hills by Encina El Bodon, or 
by the direct road towards Fuente Gui- 
naldo, and I was not certain by which road 
they would make the attack, ull they ac- 
tually commenced it upon the lasi.—As 
soon as | saw the dire. tions of *eir march, 
I bad reinforced the 2d batialion Sth regi- 
ment, which occupied the poston the hill, 
over which the road passes to Guinaldo, 
by the 77th regiment, and the 2ist Por- 


| tuguese regiment, under the com:nand of 


Major General the Hon. C. Colville, and 


| Major General Alten’s Brigade, of which 


only three squadrons remained, which had 
not been detached, drawn from El Bodon; 
and I ordered there a brigade of the 
4th division from Fuente Guinaldo, and 
afierwards from E! Bodon the remainder 
of the troops of the 3d division, with the 
exception of those at Pastores, which were 
too distant.—In the mean time, however, 
the small body of troops in this post sus- 
tained the attack of the enemy’s cavalry 
and artillery. One regiment of French 
dragoons succeeded in taking two pieves 
of cannon which had been posted on a 
rising ground on the right of our troops ; 
but they were charged by the second 
battalion 5th regiment, under the com- 
mand of Major Ridge, and the guns were 
immediately re-taken.—While this ope- 
ration was going on on the flank, an attack 
was made on the front by another regi- 
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ment, which was repulsed in a similar 
manner by the 77th regiment, and the 
three squadrons of Major General Alten’s 
brigade charged repeatedly different bo- 
dies of the enemy, which ascended the 
hill, on the left of the two regiments of 
British infantry ; the Portuguese regi- 
ment being posted in the rear of the right. 
—At length the division of the enemy’s 
infantry, which had marched with the ca- 
valry from Ciudad Rodrigo, were brought 
up to the attack on the road of Fuente 
Guinaldo, and seeing that they would ar- 
rive and be engaged before the troops 
could arrive either from Guinaldo or El 
Bodon, I determined to withdraw our post, 
and to retire with the whole on Fuente 
Guinaldo. The 2d battalion 5th regi- 
ment, and the 77th regiment, were formed 
into one square, and the 2ist Portuguese 
regiment into another, supported by 
Major-General Alten’s small body of ca- 
valry and the Portuguese artillery.—The 
enemy’s cavalry immediately rushed for- 
ward and.obliged our cavalry to retire to 
the support of the Portuguese regiment ; 
and the Sth and 77th regiments were 
charged on three faces of the square by 
the French cavalry ; but they halted and 
repulsed the attack with the utmost stea- 
diness and gallantry. We then continued 
the retreat, and joined the remainder of 
the third division, also formed in squares, 
on their march to Fuente Guinaldo; and 
the whole retired together in the utmost 
order; and the enemy never made ano- 
ther attempt to charge any of them; but 
were satisfied with firing upon them with 
their artillery, and with following them.— 
Lieutenant-Colonel Williams with his light 
infantry, and the Honourable Lieutenant- 
Colonel Trench, with the 74th regiment, 
retired from Pastores across the Agueda, 
and thence marched by Robleda, where 
they took some prisoners, and re-crossed 
the Agueda, and joined at Guinaldo in the 
evening.—I placed the third and fourth 
divisions, and General Pack’s brigade of 
infantry, and Major-General Alten’s, Ma- 
jor-General De Grey’s, and Major-Ge- 
neral Slade’s brigades of cavalry, in the 
ee of Fuente Guinaldo, on the even- 
g of the 25th, and ordered Major-General 
Crawfurd to retire with the light division 
across the Agueda; the seventh division 
to form at Albergaria, and Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Graham to collect the troops under 
his command at Nave d’Aver, keeping 
oy osts of observation on the Azava ; 
the ‘troops were thus formed in an 
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echelon, of which the centre was in the Do- 
sition at Guinaldo ; and the right upon the 
Pass of Perales, and the left at Nays 
W’Aver. Mareschal de] Campo Don Cariog 
d’Espagne was placed-on the left of the 
Coa, and Don Julian Sanchez was detac). 
ed with the cavalry to the enemy’s rear. — 
The enemy brought up a 2d divisionof ins 
fantry fom Ciudad Rodrigo, in the atier. 
noon of the 25th, and, in the course of that 
night, and of the 26th, they collected their 
whole army in front of our position at 
Guinaldu; and not deeming it expedient 
to stand their attack in that position, I re. 
tired about three leagues, and on the 27th 
formed the army as follows: the 5th di. 
vision on the right, at Aldea Velha: the 
4th, and light divisions, and Maj. Gen, 
Alten’s cavalry, at the Convent of Saca- 
parte, in front of Alfayates; the 2d and 
7th divisions, in second line, behind Al- 
fayates; and Lieut. General Graham's 
corps on the left at Bismula, having their 
advanced guard beyond the Villa Maior 
tiver, and Lieutenant-General Sir Staple- 
ton Cotton’s cavalry near Alfayates, onthe 
left of the 4th division, and having Gene- 


‘ral Pack’s and General M*‘Mahon’s bri- 


gades, at Nebulosa, on. their left. The 
piquets of the cavalry were in front ol 
Aldea de Ponte, beyond the Villa Maiot 
River ; and those of General Alten’s bn- 
gade beyond the same river towards Fur- 
calhos.—It had been the enemy's intention 
to turn the left of the position of Guinaldo 
by moving a column into the valley of the 
Upper Azava, and thence ascending the 
heights in the rear of the position by Cas 
tillegos ; and from this column they de- 
tached a division of infantry and fourteen 
squadrons of cavalry to follow ovr agen 
by Albergaria, and another body io e 
same strengih followed us by _— 
The former attacked the picquets of (0° 
cavalry at Aldea de Ponte, and drove them 
in; and they pushed on nearly as far * 
Alfayates. J then made General rere 
ham attack them with his briga’e ° "7 
4th division, supported by the ———. 
Lieuvtenant-General Cole, and the 4th “ 
vision ; and by Sir Stapleton Cottons ¢ 
valry; and the enemy were driven throug 
Aldea de Ponte, back upon Albergar'® 
and the piquets of the cavalry — 
their station.—But the enemy having 
reinforced by the troops which — 
upon Furcalhos, again advanced 3 or 
sun-set, and drove in the piquets of 
valry from Aldea de Ponte; and too ae 
session of the village.—Lieutenant-Gen 
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Cole again attacked them with a part of 
General Pakenham’s brigade, and drove | 
them trough the village, but night having | 


come on, and as General Pakenham was | details of the action which | have given, 


not certain what was passing on his flanks, | 


or of the numbers of the enemy, and he | 
knew that the army were to fall back still | 
farther, he evacuated the village, which the 
enemy occupied, and held during the night. 
—On the 28th, I formed the army on the 
heights behind Soito, having the Sierra das 
Mesas on the right, and the left Reudo on 
the Coa, about one league in the rear of 
the position which they had occupied on | 
the 27th. The enemy also retired from | 
Aldea de Ponte, and had their advanced 
posts at Albergaria; and as it appears that 
they are about to retire from this part of 
the country, and as we have already had 
some bad weather, and may expect more 
atthe period of the equinoctial gale, I 
propose to canton the troops.—I cannot 
conclude this Report of the occurrences of 
the last week, without expressing to your 
Lordship my admiration ef the conduct of 
the troops engaged in the affair of the 25th 
insiant.—The conduct of the 2d battalion 
5th regiment, commanded by Major Ridge, 
in particular, affords a memorable exam- 
ple of what the steadiness and discipline 
of the troops, and their confidence in their 
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Bodon; and. the conduct of. -Major-. 


General Colville was beyond all praise.— 
Your Lordship will have observed by the 


you, how much reason I had to be satis- 
fied with the conduct of the Ist Hussars 
and 1ith Light Dragoons, of Major Gene- 
ral Alten’s Brigade. There were not 
more than three squadrons of the two ree 
giments on the ground, this brigade hav- 
ing for some time furnished the cavalry 
for the out-posts of the army, and they 
charged the enemy’s cavalry repeatedly ; 
and notwithstanding the superiority of the 
latter, the post would have been main- 
tained, if I had not preferred to abandon 
it to risking the loss of those brave men, 
by continuing the unequal contest under 
additional disadvantages, in consequence 
of the immediate entry of fourteen bat- 
talions of iniantry into the action, before 
the support whicii | had ordered up could 
arrive.—Major General Alten, and Lieu- 
tenant Colonels Cumming and Arents- 
childt, and the Officers of these regi- 
ments, particularly distinguished them- 
selves upon this occasion.—I have also 
to mention, that the Adjutant-General, 


Major-General the Honourable C. Stewart, 


being upon the field, gave his assistance 
as an Officer of Cavalry, with his usual 





oflicers, can effect, in the most difficult 
and trying situations. ‘The conduct of the 
77th regiment, under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bromhead, was equally 
good, and I have never seen a more de- 
termined attack than was made by the 
whole of the enemy’s cavalry, with every 
advantage of the assistance of a superior 
artillery, and repulsed by these two weak 
battalions. —I must not omit also to report 
the good conduct on the same occasions, 
of the 2ist Portuguese regiment, under the 
command of Col. Bacellar, and of Major 
Arentchildt’s artillery.—The Portuguese 
infantry were not actually charged, but 
were repeatedly threatened; and they 
shewed the utmost steadiness and discipline 
both in the mode in which they prepared 
Lo receive the enemy, and in all the move- 
ments of a retreat made over six miles of 
plain, in front of superior cavalry and ar- 
ullery.— The Portuguese artillery-men at- 
tached to the guns, which were for a mo- 
Ment in the enemy’s possession, were cut 
down at their guns,—The infantry, upon 
this oceasion, were under the command of 
Major-General the Honourable C. Col- 
ville; Lieutenant-General Picton hav- 





gallantry.—In the affair of the 27th, at 
Aldea de Ponte, Brigadier-General Pa- 
kenham, and the troops of the fourth di- 
vision, under the orders of Lieutenant- 
General Cole, likewise conducted them- 
selves remarkably well.—His Serene High- 
ness the Hereditary Prince of Orange ac- 
companied me during the operations 
which I have detailed to your Lordship, 
and was for the first time in fire, and he 
conducted himself with the spirit and in- 
telligence which afford a hope that he will 
become an ornament of his profession. 
|The enemy having collected, for the ob- 
ject of relieving Ciudad Rodrigo, the 
Army of the North, which were with; 
drawn from the attack which they coms 
menced on General Abadia, in Gallicia, 
in which are included 22 battalions of the 
Imperial Guard, and General Souham’s 
division of infantry, composed of troops 
recently arrived in Spain from the Army 
of Naples, and now drawn fron the fron, 
tiers of Navarre, where they had been 
employed in operations against Mina, te- 
gether with five divisions, and all the ca- 
valry of the army called of Portugal, coms 
posing altogether an army of not less than 
sixty thousand men, of.which six thoue 
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sand were cavalry, and 125 pieces of ar- 
tillery; I could not pretend to maintain 
the blockale of Cindad Rodrigo, nor 
could any efforts which I could make, 
prevent, or materi lly impede the collec- 
tion of the supplies, or the march of the 
convoy for the relief of that place. I did 
all that L could expect to effect withont 
incurring the risk of great loss f 
ject, and as the reports, as usual, were so 
various in regard to the enemy’s real 
strength, it was neccssary that I sheuld 
see their army.—I have had no reports 
from the North since I addressed your 
Lordship last, nor from the South of Spain. 
—General Girard had collected at Me- 
rida, a small body of troops; but I ima- 
gine that he will break up this collection 
again, as soon as lie will hear that General 
Hill is at Portalegre.—I have the honour 
tobe, &c. (Signed)  Wettineron. 

I enclose a return of the killed and 
wounded, on the 25th and 27th instant. 


ro ob- 


Return of Killed, Wounded, and Missing of 
the Army, under the Command of his Ex- 
cellency General Lord Viscount Welling- 
ton, K. B. in an Affair with the Enemy, 
on the 25th of September, 1811, on the 
Heights of El Bodon. 


1ith Light Dragoons—8 rank and file, 
12 horses, killed; 1 Lieut.-Colonel, 1 
Lieutenant, 1 Quarter-Master, 3 Serjeants, 
10 rank and file, 14 horses, wounded. 

14th dittom1 Lieutenant, 2 rank and 
file, 5 horses, wounded; 1 horse missing. 

16th ditto—2 horses killed; 1 Serjeant, 
7 rank and file, | horse wounded ; 1 rank 
and file, 2 horses, missing. 

Ist Hussars, King’s German Legion—1 
Serjeant, 4 rank and file, 23 horses, killed ; 
2 Captains, 4 Serjeants, 1 ‘lrumpeter, 27 
rank and file, 29 horses, wounded ; 5 rank 
and file, missing. 

2d Batt. 5th Foot—5 rank and file 
killed; 1 Captain, i Serjeant, 12 rank and 
file, wounded, 

rst Batt. 45th Foot—1 Serjeant missing. 

77th Foot—4 rank and file killed; 14 
rank and file'wounded; 5 rank and file 
Missing. 

2d tt. 83d Foot—5 rank and file 
killed; 1 Serjeant, 13 rank and file wound. 
ed ; 1 drummer, 4 rank and file, missing. 

let Batt, s8th foot—5 rank and file 
missing. 

94th Foot—1 rank and file missing. 

Total British loss} Serjeant, 26 rank 
end 'file, $7 horses killed; I Lieutenant: 
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Quarter-Master, 10 Serjeants, 1 Dinomme; 
85 rank and file, 49 horses, wounded: } 
Serjeant, 1 Drammer, 21 rank and {Jc 
horses, missing. 

‘Total Portuguese losse—i rank and file 
killed; 5 rank and file wounded: | 
Drummer, t rank and file, missing. 

General total—1 Serjeant, 27 rank and 
file, 37 horses, killed; 1 Lieutenant-(. 
lonel, 3 Captains, 2 Lieutenants, ! Quarter. 
Master, 10 Serjeants, 1 Drammer, 99 rank 
and file, iY horses, wounded: | Serieant, 
2 Drummers, 22 rafik and file, 3 horse: 
nlissine. 

N. B. The 14th and 16th Light Dragoons 
ngaged near Kspeja, on the left of the 
army. (Signed) Caarves Stewant, 

Maj. General and Adj.-General. 


] 
3 


oe eee ae eo eee 


List of Officers wounded on the 25th of Sep 
tember, 1811. 


11th Light Dragoons—Lieut.-Col. Com- 
mings, slightly ; Lieut. King, severely, 

lath ditto—Lieut Hall, slightly. 

Ist Hussars, King’s German Legion— 
Captains Burgman and Poten, severely. 

2d Batt. sth Foot—Capt. Ramus,slightly. 


Return of Killed, Wounded, and Missing, of 
the Army under the Coxmand of his Excel 
lency Gen. Lord Viscount Wellington, hk. b. 
in an Affair with the Enemy, near Aldea 

de Ponte, on the 27th of September, \s11. 


Royal Horse Artillery—1 Lieutenut, 
wounded. 

34 Dragoon Guards—4 horses, wounded. 

Istor Royal Dragoons—1 horse, killed; 
3 rank and file, 7 horses, wounded; | 
rank ani file, 1 horse, missing. 

4th Dragoons—1 horse, missing. " 

12th Light Dragoons—2 horses, ki" q; 
2 rank and file, 3 horses, wounded ; 
rank and file, 4 horses, missing. _ 

Ist Batt. 7th Fusileers—9 rank and fle, 
killed; 1 Captain, 3 Lieutenants, | >< 
jeant, 28 rank and file, wounded. 

Ist Batt. 23d Foot—1 Captain, 2 rank 
and file, killed; 1 Major, 1 Captain, 13 
rank and file, wounded ; 1 rank and file 
missing. 

ist Batt. 48th ditto—1 Captain, ! Ser- 
jeant, 1 Drummer, 5 rank and file, wou" 
ed ; 2 rank and file, missing. ~ b 

5th Batt, 60th ditto (1 Company atiac™ 
‘ed to the Hon. Major-Gen. Cole)—! C+" 
tain, wounded, 

Light Infantry Brunswick Ocls (1 Com 
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Total British Joss——1 Captain, 12 rank 
and file, 3 horses, killed; 1 Major, 4 Cap- 
wins, & Licatenants, 2 Serjeants, } Dram- 
wer, ot rank and file, 14 horses, wounded ; 
rank and file, 6 horses, muss!ag. 

Total Portuguese loss—f rank and file, 
killed; I Serjeant, 10 rank and file, 
wounded; 1 rank and file, missing. 

Jotal general loss—i Captain, 13 rank 
and file, 3 horses, killed; 1 Major, 4 Cap- 
tains, 4+ Lieutenants, 3 Serjeants, | Dram- 
mer, G+ rank and file, 14 horses, wouuded ; 

rank and file, 6 horses, missing. 


\.B. One Serjeant and one Horse of | 


lie [Sth Hassars (Orderly to the Hon. 
Major-General Ciarles Stewart), missing, 
supposed to be taken prisoner. 

(Signed) Cuances Srewarr, 
Maj.-General and Adj.-General. 


rn 


Piura of Oficers killed and wounded, on the 
27th of September, 1S11. 


Kuled.—1st Batt. 23d Foot—Capt. C. 
Courtland. 


Lieut. Dunn, severely, not dangerously. 
_ ith Fustleers—Capt. Willy, severely ; 
Lieuts. Seton, Wallace, and Barrington, 
slightly: 

25d Foot—Major and Brevet-Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Pearson and Captain Payne, 
severely. 

Ist Batt. 4Sth Foot—Capt. Turnpenny, 
slightly. P 

th Batt. 60th ditto—Captain Prevost, 
severely, 

| Frexada, October 2, 1811. 

Since I addressed you on the 29th of 
september, I'havelearned that the enemy 
retired from Ciudad Rodrigo on the 30th, 
the Army of the North towards Salamanca, 
and it is said, Valladolid; and the Army 
of Portugal towards Banos and Placentia. 
~~Girard’s division of the 5th corps, which 
| informed your Lordship had been col- 
lected at Merida, bas retired from thence, 
ind has again been eantoned in thé neigh- 
bourhood of Zafra.—I likewise learn that 
Ceneral Boy, who bad advanced as far as 
Zarza Major, in the valley of the Allegon, 
with his Own division, and one of the 
a of the Centre, has retired towards 
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2. All such individuals shall be bound 
to 
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one month, in default of which, they shall 
be considered as forming part of the bands 
of insurgents, and all their property shall 
be contliscated; all persons owing them 
rents, and their debtors of every descrip- 
tion whatever, are forbidden to make their 
payments in any other way but into the 
hands of the administrators of the national 
domains. 

3. The fathers, mothers, brothers, sis- 
ters, children, aud nephews of such indi- 
viduals are declared responsible, both in 
their property and im their persons, for 
every act of spoiiation committed by the 
misurgents upon peaceable citizens, or 
upon their property. 

4. If any inhabitant is carried off from 
his home, three of the nearest relatives of 
a brigand shall be immediately arrested, 
to serve as hostages; if this individual is 
put to dezth by the bands, the hostages 
shall be shot immediately ; and without 
any form ef process. 

5. Every person who shall absent him- 
self from his township, for more than 
eight days, (to commence from the publi- 
cation of the present ordinance), without 
permission, shall be considered as having 
gone over to the bands; all his property 
shall be sequestrated, and sold after the 
expiration of three months; all his rela- 
tives within the degrees mentioned in the 
3d Article shall be put under arrest. 

6. No inhabitant can remove from his 
township, without being provided with a 
passport, which shall be given him fora 
limited time. This passport shall only be 
given upon the certificate of two resident 
householders in the township, who shall 
be sureties, that at the expiration of the 
time mentioned in the passport, he who is 
the bearer shall have returned to his towns 
ship, or shall have shewn chat he resided 
in places occupied by the French army. 
In failure of which, the two sureties shall 
be arrested, and put in prison. 

7. Every inhabitant of towns where 
there is a Commissary of Police, shall pro- 
vide himself with a card of security... 

8. Domiciliary visits shall be made, in 
pursuance of the orders of Commandants of 
‘Towns, at periods which they shall deem 
proper :' every individual unprovided with 
acard of security, shall be immediately 
arrested, and sent to prison; the public 
functionaries alone are excepted from this 
order. ~ . 

9. In like manner those shall be arrested 
who have given an asylum to any indi- 
vidual unprovided with a passport or 
card of security. 
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10. Whoever shall be convicted of hav- 
ing hell correspondence with the brig- 
ands, shal! o~ punished with death. 

it All correspondence with the inha- 
bitunts of districts occupied by insurgents 
is prohibited ; those wh» receive letters 
from such d siricts must give them to the 
Commandaats of towns, or to Commis- 
sioners of Povee, where there are such. 

12. Intractions of the preceding article 
shall be pauished with ten years imprison- 
ment. 

14. Tae Governors-General of the dif- 
ferent Governments, and the Intendant- 
General, are charged, each in his own de- 
pariment, with the execution of the present 
ordinance, which shall be printed, pub- 
lished, and fixed up in all the usual places. 

(Signed) Marshal, Duke of Istria. 
By his Excellency the General in Chief. 

(Signed) De Baocutz, 

Auditor of the Council of State, Secre- 

tary-General of the Government. 


Head Quarters at Valladolid, June 5. 
General Orders. 


It is ordered that all the Magistrates and 
Alcaldes of towns that are within four 
leagues distance of any fortress or post 
occupied by the troops of his Majesty the 
Emperor and King, do give immediate in- 
formation of the movement or halt of any 
parties of brigands within their district. to 
the nearest French Commandants, and this 
under pain of military execution.—It is 
also ordered, that the Alcaldes and Magis- 
trates of towns and villages do give in- 
formation to every French detachment on 
its march on the high road, of all the con- 
cealed positions which the parties of 
brigands may have formed within their 
district.—Whenever a detachment of 
troops is attacked on the road, and the in- 
habitants of the town upon whose terri- 
tory the attack took place have nof given 
information of the concealed post or am- 
buscade to the Coinmander of the detach- 
ment, the town shall be given up to pil- 
lage, and the most culpable mhabitants 
shall be arrested, and delivered over to a 
Military Commission ; and in case of any 
repetition of the same circumstance the 
town shall be burnt.—The ringing of beils 
on the approach of French troops is pro- 
hibited. The person who gives or exe- 
cutes orders for ringing of bells on such 
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occasions shall be shot—The presen: 
orders shall be printed, and posted up op 
the principal gate of the churches of 3) 
the towns.—-The Miliary Chiefs and 
Commandants of Fortresses are especially 
charged with the execution of these orders. 
—By command of Marshal the Duke of 
Istria, General in Chief of the army of the 
North of Spain. 
Baron Lecamus, Chief of the Staff. 





THE BANK MEETING. 


| September 19, 1811. 

To day a Half Yearly Meeting of the 
Proprietors of Bank Stock was held, when 
Mr. Currrorp rose and made a variety of 
observations for the purpose of shewing 
that the extraordinary profits recently 
made, entitled the Proprietors to an in- 
crease of 5 per cent. on the present divi- 
dend. The dividend of 10 per cent. was 
now, by the depreciation of paper, of much 
less real amount than at the period when it 
was first declared. In justice to the Pro- 
prietors, therefore, the addition was impe- 
riously called for, as well as upon the 
ground of the great augmentation of the 
profits’ upon all the different concerns of 
the Bank. He was prepared to shew that 
there was a large excess in the hands of 
the Directors, which he conceived ouglt 
to be divided among the Proprietors. 
Mr. Cuirrorp then entered into a state 
ment of the sums derived by the Bank 
upon the various items of the rise in the 
nominal value of the dollar token, the 
charges for managing the national debt, 
the profits on dead stock, ow | prizes, 
unclaimed dividends, &c. which he stated 
to be on the average, since 1806, 702,40Il. 
a year. He then contended at consider- 
able length, that the issue of notes ba 
been excessive, and that until reduced, It 
would be unavailing to issue silver tokens 
since the growing depreciation would al- 
ways destroy the equilibrium betwee? 
them and the paper, and the evil now ® 
generally felt and complained of, th 
want of small change, must remain 1ncU 
rable. The emission of every single addi 
tional note operated to raise the price 


bullion, and of all the necessaries of life— 
The price of the quartern loaf was 10" 


(To be continued.) 
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